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ficates and also yearly licences, and have placed ourselves in a better
position than our other countrymen who have an equal right with us to
live and trade in this Colony; and, as their position is in jeopardy, in
view of the entire disregard by General Smuts of the solemn obligations
undertaken by him, I feel I have erred in having been the first to take
out my voluntary registration certificate and my annual licence, I, as
well as other British Indians, who have taken a prominent part hitherto
in the passive resistance campaign and since the compromise, have
helped the Government to the best of our ability, have therefore decided,
by way of protest and penance, ourselves to become hawkers and give
ourselves the privilege of hawking without a licence. If, therefore, the
people of Johannesburg see strange Indian faces with baskets of fruit
and vegetables, they should understand that they have become un-
licensed hawkers by way of protest against injustice* In taking this
step with deliberation, my compatriots have no desire willingly to defy
the laws of the land. It is because we have so great a respect for the
laws of the country in which we live that we have undertaken to break
certain statutes, which are miscalled laws, but which can be more pro-
perly described as engines of tyranny. It is nobody's duty to submit to
tyranny. The step that has now been taken is, therefore, I hold, a per-
fectly lawful and just one.

/ am, etc*,
ESSOP ISMAIL MIA

CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
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217.   WHAT WAS, AND IS, THE CAMPAIGN ABOUT?
The Transvaal campaign is likely to teach the Indians a great
many lessons. It did not, and does not, aim merely at securing the
repeal of the Act. It is possible to get the Act repealed. But there
exist loopholes which present difficulties, so that though General Smuts
is prepared to repeal the Act we are unable to give our consent.
The movement was never directed against finger-impressions as
such.1 Now, when they demand the thumb-impression on [traders']
licences, under the law, the community refuses to give them. It says to
the Government: <cWe will not agree to anything under compulsion."
It would not agree even to names being signed on the applications
for licences under the obnoxious Act.
1 Vide "A Dialogue on the Compromise", pp. 79-83.